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From the Desk of
Editor-in-chief

A new year brings new challenges and new goals. We tend to see
the changing of a calendar year as the end of the old and the start
of the new, bringing renewed hope and optimism into our lives. We
invariably look at the bad habits we have acquired over the year (or
years!) as well as what we would ideally like to be or look like. We
make New Year’s Resolutions.

For me personally, | want to work towards a fatter bank account
and a thinner waist, something | got the wrong way round last year.
| also want to spend more time with my young daughter as she
grows and develops into a precocious 3 year old . Professionally, |
want to work more on being the absolute best teacher | can be, not
just by getting my students through exams, but making the journey
through school as fun, exciting and enjoyable for them as possible.

We tend to become a little self-absorbed when looking to New
Year, though. We focus on how we can better ourselves, how we
can improve our own lot. We should also look at how we can better
the communities and people around us. Indonesia still suffers from
poverty, a lack of education, and many other problems that need to
be addressed. The environment is suffering with all the pollution
and emissions we as a species produce. These are areas we should
consider when coming up with our New Year’s Resolutions, for the
sake of the next generation and the one after that. A little less
plastic thrown out, a promise to help a charity, spending time
talking with those who are at the 'bottom of the pile'.

If we resolve to help make small improvements in the lives of
others and in the environment, as well as in our own lives, a holistic
New Year’s Resolutions, then we might look back on 2018 as a great
year. We may then be able to forgive ourselves for the bulging waist
lines and slightly thinner bank accounts.
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Merry Christmas
and
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Mr. Gareth Steed
Editor-in-Chief
Joie de Vivre
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